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Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Ordering
 Imaging through a Radiologist/Imaging Center

Purpose:  
To provide clear guidelines for APTA TN members on the process of referring to appropriate providers for imaging studies through a radiologist or imaging center, ensuring compliance with legal and professional standards in both referred and direct access situations.

 1. Initial Consultation with Referring Provider

 1.1. Before referring to a radiologist for any imaging study, the physical therapist must consult with the referring provider (e.g., primary care physician, specialist) to discuss the necessity and type of imaging.
 1.2. The consultation should include a discussion of the patient's clinical presentation, the expected benefits of the imaging, and any prior imaging results.

 2. Direct Access Situations

 2.1. In direct access situations, where the patient presents without a referral from another healthcare provider, the physical therapist has the authority to refer for imaging directly through a radiologist.
 2.2. The decision to refer for imaging must be based on a thorough evaluation and clinical judgment, ensuring that the imaging is necessary for diagnosing or guiding treatment.
 2.3. The physical therapist should choose the appropriate imaging modality (e.g., Xray, MRI, CT scan) based on the clinical findings.

 3. Ordering Imaging

 3.1. Contact the radiologist or imaging center to provide the patient's details and the specific imaging study suggested.
 3.2. Submit a written referral, including:
· Patient’s full name and date of birth
· Type of imaging requested
· Clinical indications for the imaging
· Any relevant medical history or previous imaging results
· Referring provider’s name and contact information (if applicable)

 4. Post-Imaging Follow-Up

 4.1. Once the imaging is completed, review the results with the patient and discuss the findings.
 4.2. If the imaging was recommended through a referring provider, communicate the results to them and discuss the next steps in the patient’s care.
 4.3. In direct access cases, determine if further referral to a specialist or additional treatment is needed based on the imaging results.
5.0 Documentation

5.1. Record all steps of the imaging process in the patient’s medical record, including:
· The initial consultation with the referring provider (if applicable)
· The rationale for referring for imaging
· Details of the imaging referral and confirmation from the radiologist/imaging center
· Post-imaging follow-up and any changes in the treatment plan
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